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THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION 

OF  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


EXECUTIVE  RULING 


LIGHT  SIGNALS  AT  STEAM  RAILROAD  GRADE  CROSSINGS 


ON 

STATE  II I G II  WAYS 


Adopted  August  8,  1927 


The  Department,  of  Highways  of  the  Commonwealth  oi  Pennsyl- 
vania, The  Public  Service  Commission,  and  such  railroad  companies 
as  may  become  parties  hereto,  have  agreed  upon  the  establishment  of 
a uniform  type  of  warning  signals,  as  follows: 

(1)  When  automatic  warning  signals  are  authorized  by  the 
Public  Service  Commission  at  crossings  of  state  highways  with 
railroads,  the  railroad  companies  shall  erect  a signal  on  each  side 
of  the  railroad  which,  actuated  by  approaching  trains,  shall 
present  to  the  highway  traveler  the  appearance  of  a horizontally 
moving  red  light  the  direction  of  which  shall  reverse  alternately. 
The  signals  are  to  be  erected  and  function  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendations  of  the  signal  division  of  the  American 
Railway  Association  approved  July,  1925.  The  railroad  com- 
panies affected  shall  install  and  maintain  the  signals,  and  the 
Department  of  Highways  shall  pay  one-half  of  the  cost  of  install- 
ation. If  the  installation  is  made  under  contract,  competitive 
bids  will  be  requested  by  the  railroad  companies;  otherwise  de- 
tailed estimates  of  the  cost  of  installation  will  be  prepared,  and 
copies  of  such  bids  or  estimates  will  be  attached  to  the  request 
for  the  Department  of  Highways’  participation  in  the  cost  of  in- 
stallation and  shall  be  approved  as  to  acceptability  by  the  Chief 
of  the  Bureau  of  Accidents  of  the  Public  Service  Commission. 
Upon  the  completion  of  the  installation  a statement  of  the  actu- 
al cost  will  be  forwarded,  together  with  the  completion  report  of 
the  work. 
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(2)  Where  a full  view  of  these  signals  is  less  than  500  feet 
on  account  of  curvature  or  grade  in  the  highways,  an  additional 
signal,  consisting  of  a continuously  yellow  flashing  light,  shall 
be  installed  approaching  the  curve  or  grade,  so  as  to  give  advance 
warning  of  the  curve  and  the  railroad;  the  Highway  Department 
to  erect  and  maintain  such  signals,  and  the  railroad  company 
affected  to  pay  one-half  of  the  cost  of  installation.  Copies  of 
bids  or  estimates  of  cost  will  be  forwarded  and  approved  as 
required  where  installation  is  made  by  the  railroad  companies, 
and  upon  completion  of  the  work,  certified  statements  of  the 
actual  cost  will  be  forwarded  to  the  railroad  companies. 

(3)  Approaching  dangerous  curves,  due  to  separation  of 
grade  of  highway  and  railroad,  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Accidents  of  the  Commission,  additional 
protection  is  necessary,  similar  continuously  yellow  flashing 
lights  shall  be  installed,  under  the  same  conditions,  namely,  the 
Department  to  erect  and  maintain,  and  the  railroad  company 
affected  to  pay  one-half  of  the  cost  of  installation. 

(4)  The  Department  of  Highways  shall  not  permit  the  erec- 
tion of  any  horizontal  alternately  flashing  red  lights  on  the  state 
highways  except  for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  approach  of 
trains  at  such  crossings. 

(5)  The  use  of  the  standard  disc  approach  sign  shall  be  con- 
tinued and  additional  ones  erected  as  necessary,  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  Highways  shall  recommend  to  the  Township  Supervisors 
the  erection  of  these  signs  on  township  highways  where  they  are 
not  now  in  use,  such  discs  to  be  paid  for  by  the  railroad  com- 
pany and  erected  and  maintained  by  the  local  authorities. 

The  plan  would  tend  to  the  establishment  of  uniform  protection 
devices  at  crossings  now  wholly  unprotected  and  improvements  over 
devices  now  in  use  at  others,  and  subject  to  the  following  condi- 
tions and  reservations  is  approved.  This  approval  (1)  shall  not 
be  construed  to  diminish  or  in  any  wise  change  or  transfer  the  pri- 
mary responsibility  imposed  on  railroad  companies  by  the  Public 
Service  Company  Law  and  furnish  and  maintain  service  and  facili- 
ties at  and  over  grade  crossings  that  shall  be  at  all  times  safe  to 
their  patrons,  their  employes  and  to  the  public ; nor  to  affect  the 
duty  of  the  railroads  to  change  the  protection  measures  when  neces- 
sary or  proper  for  the  safety  of  any  or  all  of  said  classes  of  persons ; 
(2)  is  conditioned  upon  notice  being  given  to  the  Chief  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Accidents  of  this  Commission  of  any  proposed  installation 
•of  lights  under  the  arrangement  and  in  sufficient  time  prior  to  the 
proposed  installation  to  enable  said  Chief  to  make  an  investigation 
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or  inspection  with  respect  to  the  crossing  conditions  and  the  sufficiency 
of  the  devices  proposed  to  be  installed. 

THE  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COMMISSION 
OF  THE 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 


Attest  : 

JNO.  G.  HOPWOOD, 
Secretary. 

(Seal) 
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